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Cont iniat 107 of the Reflections upon Antient 
| Mocern Learning. 


sf OK; 


PEM 1 ith Chaptertreats of the Learning of the Antient 
) Chaldeans and Arabians s wherein Mr. l¥etton feems to 
put no great a on the Chaldzan Ajtronomy, becaufe 
they did | not difcov r that the Moon is an Opake Body 

Then he attaques the Aatanity of the Aflyrian Monarchy, of 
which the Cnaldean was a Branch, andobferves, that there's no- 
sbage of any Aflyrian Monarchs in the Jewish Hiltory, till the 
‘Lime of ck io bf a ; the Chaidean Kings a that Time 





being oC bably no more —_ _Captai ns of & fords, or Heads of 
Clans. Tht Celi pees ng carried on the fame Del a of magni- 


thing r the Antiquity of Ch. ihe as Manetho did that of Egypt, o- 
tiers ¢ plea aiter him. Sir Wiiian: Temple (fays our Author) im- 
ploys the Kings of this ; Country, for 1300 Years, | in Gardening 3 
and alledees, that the Soveraignty continued all that Time in one 


~ 


Family, of whom none reign d lef than Nincteen ‘ aan and not 
one dicd an untimely Death: the like of which not bein to be 
found in any other Hilt on »makes this the lefs credible. In anest 
place he obferves, from ¢l the Account of Nebuchadiezcar’s Dream, 
Dan.2. that the Chaldean Magick, their chief Learning, was 


yea @ 
o] 


4 


down-rizh: Anay ues > Al 7d contidering how little there remains 
al Value that was lea i from the Chaldeans, it’s hardly to = 
believed that cver their Learning was great. As tothe sn 
of the Arabians, he alléres, that they took their Allronomy and 
G Afives 
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Aftrology from Prolomy, their Philofophy from rifforle, their 
Medi ks esi Galen, &c. That <Arijtotle and Eaclid were firft 
tranilated into Latin from Arabick Conies : 4 Whence he concludes, 
what they borrowed the greatelt part of their Knowledg from 
the Greeks. He owns however, that the way of counting by 
ton Ciphers, afcending beyond Tenin a Decuple Proportion; to- 
ecther with lome of the moft conliderable Chymical Preparations, 
ee ne aoufly afcribed to the Arabs. 

His 12th Chapter treatsof the Learning of the Chinefe ; where- 
in he oblerves that AZartinims, upan whofe fole Authority with 
that of fome Millionaries, their Hiftory depends, acknowledges 
that he was obliged to learn 60900 Independent Chearaéters, be- 
tore he could read the ee ame with eale , fo that Eight 
or Yen of the beit Years of a Man’s Life, muft be {pent in learn- 
ing toread. And he urges tu rther, that whatfoever can be faid of 
Chincfe Knowlecg, can ne. cr be of any Weight, as long as fimall 
Skill in Phyfick and Mathematicks, fhall be cnough to protect the 
European Miflionarics, ina Court where upon that Account they 
are efteem’d and honoured as the greateft Scholars. Then he 
takes notice of their Skillin Phyfick, it being pretended that they 

can tell by the Pulfe, how many Hours or Days a fick Man may 
Jaft: How many Years a Man in feeming Health may live, in cafe 
of no Accident; and relieve ail cureable Difeafes with Simples. 
Then he gives us a Specimen of the Chinefe Phytick, from a Book 
pablithed” by Andrew Cleyer, in Quarto, at Frankfort, in 1682; 
giving an Accou” tof the Production of our Bodies, and of the 
Relation of the feveral Parts with the five Elements, which to 
Europeans appear very ridiculous. However heallows that their 
fimple Medicines may perhaps be very admirable, and that they 
themfelves may be excellent Empiricks, as are many of the Weff- 
Indian Savages, but that he cannot believe them to be tolerable 
Philofophers. 

His 13¢4 treats of the Logick and Metaphyficks of the Antient 
Greeks. Heowns that Logick, or the Artof making a plaufible 
Defence, or ftarting probable CbjeQions for or againit any thing, 
is owing to the Antients, as itis taught in the Schools. Eut as 
Logick is the Art of Reafoning, jultly explaining our own No. 
tions, proving our own Allertions, and carrying our Speculations 
further than other Men have carried theirs upon she fame Ar- 


guments, 
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muments, ne aferts that it bos been as much cultivated by the Mo- 
nbc: as ever itwas by the Ancients: which may be feen by com- 
paring Des Can s°5 Difcour fe of Atethod » Mr, Lock’s Effay of Hu- 
atane Underfianding » and T{chirnbans his Atcdicina Mentis; with 
what we h: ive | f the Ancients concerning the Art cf Thinking. He 
does alfotake notice, that my Lord Sacoa and Des Cartes, were 
the two Great Men Wid perfwaded the World, that other Me- 
thiods muil be taken befides making SyHlogifms, Ge. by thofe that 
wouid go further than their Predeceflars ‘before them, fothat the 
Meder:s have added the Methed of di covering unknown Truths. 
Then as to Metaphylicks he afferts, That if we abitract from Re- 
velation, the Cartefians difcourfe more intelligibly concerning 
then than any of the Antients : And for trial of the truth of this, 
he refers to the reading of Plato and his Commentators, along with 
Des Cartes his Atved: itations > Vel Inbuysi 105 de Initits prime Philofophia - 

Malleoranche’s Recherche dels Vevite , Poyret’s Cogitationes de Hiss : 
and Mr. Locks Effiy of Humane Underftanding. 

His 14th isof Antient and Modern Geometry and Arithmetick 5 
wherein he gives us the Thoughts of Mr. Yet Crarge on thofe 
Subjects : The Refult of which ts, that Archimedes falls fhort of 
Van Ceulen, astothe Quadrature of the Circle: And that Van Ceu- 
len 1s exceeded by Mr. . Newton and Monfteur Lesbatz. That the 
Rettification of the Paravolick Line, depending on the Quadrature of 
the Hyperbola, is the Invention of this laft Age: Th hat the Rare 
Properties of the Conick Sections, in the Refiettion and Refraction of 
Light, are the Difcoveries of thefe latter Times, adding, that 
it were eafy for himto give more Initances of this Nature, to 
fhew how far the Modern “Mathematicia: os have outdone the An- 
tients. As to Algebra, he aflerts, that that of the Antients comes 
infinitely fhort of the Modern Alzebra: And inftances in Diophan- 
tu, who tho he has given us the Solution of many hard and knot- 
ty Arithmetical Problems, yet the laft Step of his Relolution, ferves 
only for one particular Example of each Problem: Whereas by 
cur Modern Algcbra, the Ana!yfis of any one Cafe, gives a gene- 
ral Canon for ai] the infinite Cafes of each Problem. He inftances 
in feveral other things, which for brevity’s fake are omitted ; re- 
fers to Dr. Wallis’s Hiftory of Algebra, and Gerard Voffius's Dil- 
courfes de Scientiis Mathematics, for the Proof of thefe things at 
large: And concludes, that if i in thefe things the Moderns we 
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before: as may be fecn in his Phyfico-Mechanical Experiments 
concerning the Weight and Spring of the Air, Then as to Pen- 
dulum-Clocks, the Invention whereof 1s afcri! ‘on to Galiles Galileé 
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about 16.49 5 saa it was jictle taken notice of tl reviv’d Vy 
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ig appears b y Ut Hem». that tae Diurnal Motion of the Earth, is net 
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be obtaii’d : 6 ut * this In{lrument the _ Time of the Earth’ 


Diurna! Motion can at ail Seafons of the Year be more cxracty 
known ; and its Ufefulnefs for Aftronomical Obtervations is ob- 
vious. : 
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Bacon, learned many Preparations from them. He docs alfo 
acknowledg that fome Ch vmical 4xperiments were very antiently 
know n, ag 4 ywwears by Rapes rg hint ing, at the Difagreement of 
Vinegar and Nitre, Prov. 25.20. waich Mr. reyes by Experience, 
found to be true of Eo oy ‘tian Nitre. Then he takes notice, th: 
Pliay knew that Mercury would amalgamate, or ire with Gold : 
bee faid that every thing elfe would fwim upon it. Whereas it 
is now keovwn that Mercury will mix with all Mctals but Copper 
~ ' . * . 

and fron. Then he acquaints us, thatthe Antients were ignorance 
of the Da Mey gy af cl: avin j Phlég nt, find Salt, O:!, Eavia ave 
Svivit, f ble and animal Subflances by Fire; which 
is rf ‘ ig, and hath macdea great and frccefs- 
the Pharmaceutical Part of Phyficks the Zin. 
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and Annals, being in many Cales much more efficacious Reme- 
dies than the Galenical Preparations ca hofe fame Medicines. He 
concludes upon the whole, that heres a new and gainful Acqui- 
iuion made j the M fodern } Names having in mo{t material 
Cafes clearly difcovered the individual Remedies of the Galenica! 
Materia Aledica , fo that whatfocver Enlargement is mode, is a 
clear Addit on: and vait numbers of Galenical Medicines Chymi- 
cally prepared, being lefs nanfcous, and equally powerful, is a great 
Advantage in Phy tick. 

His 17th isof Anticnt and Modern Anatomy , wherein he com- 
mends Galen for his elaborate Work of the Uics of the Parts of 
Humane Bodies: But takes notice of his Ignorance of the lifes of 
feveral Parts of the Body, and particularly of the Pancreas. He 

ownsthat the Antients underftood Anatomy as far as it is peculiarly 
ufvfal toa Surgeon, to inform him how the Bones, Mufiles, Blood- 
vellels, Cartilages, Tendons, Ligaments, and Memancs lie in 
the more confpicuous Parts of the Body, but as for the Nature 
of the Biood, Chyle, Urine, Bile, Serum, Fat, Juices of the Pancreas, 
Splecn and Nerves, Lympha, Spittle, Marrow of the B: nes, Ge. 
they made very few Experiments, and thofe alfo imperfect for 

want of Chymiftry. Our Author in the next place defcends to 
Particulars, and touches upon Mippocrates’s Miftske of the Brain 
to be a Gland; and Plato s, who thought it to be Marrow ; and 
Galen's, who took it for a Nervous uniform Subltance. The firft 
who difcovered the true Texture of the Brain, he fays, was Arch- 
angels Piccolhominevs an Italian, who lived in the lift Age; who 
found that the Brainand Cerelelum confifted of an outer Afh-colou- 
red Subftance, and an inner Subftance of a Nervous Nature. After 
him, Dr. Wiles traced it exactly with wonderful Curiofity , by 
which it was demonftrated to be the Fountain of Senfe and Motion. 
Vienffens and Du Verney corrected his Anatoniy of the Nerves in 
many things, but ftrengthen’d his general Hypothefis. And then 
he tells us, that the Manner of forming the Animal Spirit in the 
Brain, was wholly unknown till 44alpighiws difcovered it by his 
Microfcopes. Then as tothe Eye, he fays that Dr. Briggs was the 
firft who did thorowly examine the Optick Nerve, and fhew d 
evidently why all the Parts of the Image are fo diftindly carried 
to the Brain; the Ignorance of which, made the Anticnis difcourfe 
very lamely of Vifion, He adds, that the Way how the watry 
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Humour of the Eye when Ic iE may be confantly fup pucd, was fir{t 
found out Dy Monfieur Wek: and that the Lyn mphedaets were not 
fully trac’d tui Stevo and ior. Zrigegs defcribd them: Sot that he 


eevin te CVT mining Dania 7 ; 
con cludes the ic is as much teiierence hovelueriia k now {¢ xe 2. of the 
Antients and | Meoderi is in this Particular, as there is betwixt 


~~ pees {3 . mt oe ry 
know ing that there is a Koad to fuch a > lace In gentral, end 
wing allthe furnings of itin particular. Thenastothe Ear, 
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Mr. fVeiten advances, that the Initruments by which Sounds are 
° : . 4 nae 1% y } "ey 9° TT » s« ~ : ap “a4 

conveyed from the Drus to the Aud:tory-Nerves in the inner 
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ities cf ihe Ear, were little if at all known to the Antients ; 
tacobs Carpus having found ont the Hammer and the Anvirin the 
‘ait t Age, as Ac. lds Columo-ts did the Stirrup, and Franc’ fous Sil- 


4 
wins the little flatrish Bone called Os Orbiculare y but ta! te notice 
W oh al, t! iat the Neazes of the ar were but unfuccelsfuily exann- 
ned till Monficur DaVerney came. He obferves further, that the Cid 


Anatomy was deteciive as to the internal Texture of the Tongue, 
and the Glands of the Mouth, Faws, and Throat, till AZalpighius by his 
Gl illes, di covered that the T ngue was cloth’d with a double 
Meu _— , the Innermoft of which having abundance of fimall Pa- 
pille, ith  Extrentities of Nerves inferted into them, the Tongue 
ge ie reby difcern Tafte 5 and that under that Membrane it is of 
Mufcolar Nature. Then he informs us that upon an exact En- 


ae & — 


quiey f four feveral Salival Ducks were difcovered, which from feve- 


ral Glands difcharge the Spittle into the Mouth: the firft by Dr. 
Wharton cbout 40 Years ago, which comes from the inner fide of 
the lower faw, and difcharges it felf near the middle of the Chin 
into the Mouths the fecond by Dr. Stewo, who publifhed it in 
1662, and arifes from the Glands that Ite near the Ears: the third 
by Thomas Barthelin, who gave an account of It in 16823 and this 
rifes from the Glands under the Tongue, and going tothe Mouth 
of Weartor’s Duck, opens into the Mouth by a ie Orifice : 
the fourth by Monfieur Muck, which comes from a Gland within 


the Orbit of the Eye, from which Spittle is fupplied to the Mouth 


by a peculiar Canal. | 

His 18¢h is of the Circulation of the Blood ; to- which noble 
Difcovery, he fays the Antients have no Right, though he owns 
that Hippocrates firit talked of the ufual’Motica of the Blood, that 
Plato faid it was carried about ever y Memb yer of the Body, and 


that AréPorle {peaks of a recurrent Motion of the Blood; but th 
sl artt 





if 
a 
iP 
' 
1 
ny 
i 








46 Mifcellaneous Letters. 


firft who had any diftinct Idea of this Matter, was Adichael Servetus 
a Spanifh Phyficiany who was burnt for Arianifin at Geneva near 
140 Years ago 5 for which he cites a Paflage of Servetus’s Chriftia- 
milint Reftiteito, printed in t503. Realdus Columbus of Cremona yas 
the next who faid any thing of it, in his Anatomy printed at Venice 
in ts3so, andismore patricular. In tg71, Audreas Cefalpinus prin- 
ted his Peripateticel Quellions at Venice, and was the firft who ever 
usd the word Cyreslatron in that Sente. At laft Dr. William Harvey, 
in a Dilceurte printed on this Subject at Franckfort in 1628. traced 
the Vilible Veins and Arteries throughout the Body in their whole 
Journey trom and tothe Hearts fo as to demonitrate not only the 
Circulation of the Blood, but the Manner how, and the Time in 
which that Work is performed, wz, that the whole Mafs of Blood 
is carricd out of the right Ventricle of the Heart by the Arteria 
Pulmonaris, through all the fmall Bladders of the Lungs, into the 
Vena Pulmonaris, and from thence into the left Ventricle of the 
Heart again; fo that the Heart is a {trong Pump, which throws 
the Blood let in from the Veins into the Lungs, and from the Lungs 
afterwards into the Arteries and this by a conftant rapid Motion, 
whercby the Blood is driven round in a very few Minutes: which, 
fays Mr. Wotton, gave hima juft Title to the Honour of fo noblea 
Difcovery, what his Predeceflors had faid before him being not 
enough underftcod to form juft Notions from their Words; yet 
owns, that the Way was juft open when Dr. Harvey came. He con- 
cludes,with obferving, that to compleat this Theory,the Knowledg 
how the Veins received that Blood which the Arteries difcharg’d, 
was wanting ; and that fince Dr. Harvey’s time it was generally 
believ’d, that the Blood ouzd out of the Arteries, and is abforp'd 
by the Veins whofe {mall Orifices receiveit. But Monfieur Leewen- 
boek has lately found in feveral forts of Fifhes, that Arteries and 
Veins are really continued Syphons varioufly wound about each o- 
ther towards their Extremities, in numberlefs Mazes over all the 
Body: which, he fays, is enough toremove Sir W. Temple’s Scruple, 
who feems unwilling to believe the Circulation of the Blood. 

His 19th contains farther Reflections upon Antient and Modern 
Anatomy; wherein he aflerts, that the Anatomy of the Heart was 
but {lightly known tothe Antients ; that the Order of the Mufcu- 
lar Fibres of the Heart was not known before Dr. Lower,who difco- 
vered them to be f{piral, like a Snail-Shell: that Alphon/us — 
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hath by thefe Difcoveries been able togive amore fatisfactory Acm 

count of the wonderful Methods of Nature, in difpenfing Lite 
and Nourifhment to every part of the Body, than all that writ 
before. He aquaints us further, that the Coats of the Stomach 
have been feparated, and the feveral Fibres of the middle Coat 
examin’d by Dr. Willis, with more exactnefs than formerly : that 
Steno hath difcovered the Fibres of the Mufculous Coat of the 
Gullet to be fpiralin a double Order: that Dr. Cole hath dif- 
covered that the Fibres of the Inteftines do alfo move fpirally : 
that Afellins difcovered the milky Veins, about 50 Years ago : 
that Pecquet about 40 Years fince, difcovered the common Re- 
ceptacle of the Chyle: that the Way how Milk is conveyed in- 
to the Breafts, has lately been defcrib’d by Mr. Nuck: that 'till 
Malpighius dif{covered the Texture of the Liver by his Glaffes, 
its Nature was very obfcure: that the Nature and Ufe of the 
Pancreas, was firft difcovered by Georgins Wirtfungus, a Paduan 
Phyfician : that the Spleen was as little underftood, "till ALalpighius 
difcovered its Texture, ashe did alfo the Mechanifin of the Reins. 
That the difcovery of the Lympha, was made about forty 
Years ago, by Thomas Bartholin a Dane, Olaus Rudbeck a Swede, 
and Dr. folif an Englifheman. ‘hat Frederic Ruyfch found out 
the Valves in the Veins, about the fame time that Steno, Malpighi- 
us, and Mr. Nuck, found out the ufes of the Glands : that the 
Mucilage of the Joints and Mufcles was found out by Dr. Ha- 
vers, which makes abundance of things that were very obfcure 
in that Partof Anatomy very plain. And then our Author con- 
cludes this Chapter with the Anatomy of Vegetables, begun and 
brought to great Perfection, in Jraly, and England ,at the fame time; 
by Mapighivs and Dr. Grew. 

The 20th Chapter treats of Antient and Modern Natural 
Hiftories of Elementary Bodies and Minerals. He begins with the 
Hiftory of the Air, of which he fays, the Antients knew little. 
Aviftotle, or the Author of the Book de Calo, obferv’d thata full 
Bladder outweigh’d an Empty one: which was disbeliev'd by 
his own School, and ridicul’d, when the Weight of the Air was 
reviv’d again in this prefent Age. He refers to Mr. Boyles 
Writings, Otto Guerick’s Magdeburg Experiments, the Experiments 
of the Academy del Cimento, Sturmins’s Collegium Curiofum, Mr. 


Halleys Difcourfes concerning Gravity, and the Pasnomena of the 
H 2 Barofcope 
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ule fophica’ 7 ogni > from all which it 
2 ittle the Air was antiently underftced, but 
alio that there is fcarce any one Bo ody whofe Theory is row fo 
omplated, as 13 thatof the Aire Our Author in the next 
place treats of Fire, which he takes to be rather a Quality than 
a Subftonce. and to confift in a rapid Agitation of Bedics put in- 
to a quick Motion, and divided by this Motion into very {mall 
Parts. -He dluaene that the Old P hilofophe rs were very defective 
n the Doctrine of Qualities : dl for what has.been dove fince, 
he reiers to Mr. Boyle's Hiftories of the Fluidity and Firmnefs of 
Colours, of Cold, his Origin of Forms and Qualities, Experi- 
ments about the Mechanical Produétion of divers particular 
Quaities, @e. Our Author comes in the next placeto Minerals, 


Near 


a ‘i 


XU Piac hitwh 


the Hif tory of which, he afferts to have been antiently very 


Imperfect. He inflances in the Magnet, wuica the Ancients ad- 
mix’d without ever examining to what Unes it might be applied. 
Here he refutes the Opinion of fome, who think that it was 


antiently known but loit again, and proves againit Sir W. Tei 
ple, that the Moderns have improved it not only to accumulate 
Wealth, but to increafe Knowledg, particularly in Geography, 
te ‘onomy and Navigation; befides which its Nature abftracth 
taken has been nicel| y inquired into. “The difcovery of the Load- 


ftone is by fome attri ibnt ed to poms of Amalphi, alias Fobn 
‘ : f 

Goia of Amalphi 5 but Gaffends fays, it was found out by a French- 

man about Anno 1200. aA rhanaeee “all Nations mark the North 

2) 


Point in their ree fics, by a Flower de Luce, the Arm: of 
France. Then he takes Notice, that the Nature of this Sione 
: ? ae 
lay in 2 good meafure 1 reelected, 7ull Dr. Gilbert of Colchefter, 
found by a valt Number of Expe eriments, tha tthe Earth was but a 
/ ‘ a : 
hrit Author of all thefe magnetical 
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Speculations wil ich baal been made fince, that have had the 

good Fortune to be generally apy proved. He aflerts alt that to 

this ereat Man. my | eee Baz CON, and Mr. H. 4v10t,, Des Cartes Was 
a 1 “8 Po i 


very much coliced for the firft Fints of the ‘ercatell Things 
which he has given us ia his Philofopbical and Mathematical 
Difcour fes. 

His 21 ff is of Antient a: 


t and Modern Hiltorks of Plants. He men- 


tions the Antienteit Writers on that Su Ct eXtont, vz rh iow 
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vations of Plants, but defcribes none. The two latter, he fays, 
are very fhert, imps rfect, and immethedical in their Defcriptions. 
Conradus Gefner was the firlt who hinted atthe true Way to di- 
ftinguifh Plants. Aadreas Cafalpinus, and Fabius Colanna, re- 
duc’ d that into an Art, which Gefwer had hinted at before. Clufius, 
Cafpar Baubinws, Parkinfon, Gerard, Fohnfon, and Fobn Baubinue, 
delcribra the more gencral Sorts taken notice of by the Antients, 
and obferv’d their Subdivifions with great Niceneisand Skill. Fo. 
Banhinus det{crib’d every particular Plant then known, in his Ge- 
nerval Eiftory of Plants, and perfected the Philological Part of Be- 
tany. Cefalpinus and Colamaa, began to digelt the Species of Plants 
— eencral Heads. Dr. A Morifon began a General Hiltory Oi 
Plants, but died e’re it was finifh’d and Mr. Xay undertook the 
Ww whole We rk. ane Wy an re compleated i it; which great Performance 
of his, willbea ffending Monnment of Modern Induilry and E 
actnef. And upon the whole he concludes, that our Botan cal 
Knowledg excels that of the Antients, not only i in Indian or Chi- 
nefe Rarities, butinthe Production of Countries, equally acccill- 


‘ble to them 3s to us. 


His 220 is of the Antient and D4odern Hifories of Animals: \Where- 
in he obferves, that as the Antien its were very curious to collect 
Materials for the Hiltory of the Bee, they were as negligent about 


other Infecis 5 that of many iorts they were altogether ignorant, 
and gave very indifferent Defcriptions of thofe which they men- 
tion, and,that ieee knew very little of their Generation or Ana- 


tomy, for want of M ‘croft opes. Which with many other things 
have becn made clear nde Modern Induliry y within thefe laft Forty 
Years, by A@alpizhius and Rhedi in Italy , Leewenhoek, G oedartiis, 


and Swammerdam, a He Nand, and Dr. Ly er in England. He adds, 

he fmperfeciions of the Antients, and the E xcellency of the 
arns, may be clearly feen by comparing Ay riftotle’s iffory of 
MUMVIASY th Vir. Wiloushoy Sé eed: 1 O} ¥y of Fifh es ana Birds > rn Ray 3 
Sya pits of Quadruples, Gefaer, - Aldvovardus, or Wotton de Diffe- 
iis Avimaliun, He farther urges, that the O bfer vatic ons of tie 


ntlents concerning Vipers, may be read along with Rh di’s and 
¢ And their Anatomical Defcriptions of many other Ani. 
mals, with thofe publifhed by the Members of the French Acade- 
ny, and Mr. Ray in his Sysopfis 

Mis aad, is of Aaticnt and Moder Aftronomy and Optiths: Ae 
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fays, that Aftronomy fuffered the leaft Eclipfe of any part of Know- 
Icdg whatfoever inthe Barbarous Times : For when it was neg- 
glected by the Greeks, it was taken up by the Arabs, and then by 
the Spaniards. Hecontents himfelf with repeating what Mr. Ed- 
muna Halley {ent him as to both thofe Subjects; the Refult of which 
is, that tho Aftronomy be reckoned one of the Sciences whercin 
the Learning of the Egyptiansdid confift, and that there were fe- 
veral Univerfities in Babylonia, wherein Aftronomy was chiefly pro- 
felled ; yet there was nothing older done by the Chaldeans, than 
about 4co Years before Alexander the Great. Next hetells us, 
that the Greeks were the firft Practical Aftronomers, and tothem 
we owe all theold Obtfervations of the Planets,Equinoxes,and Tro- 
picks. That Thales was the firft in Greece who could predict an 
Eclipfe, about 600 Years before Chrift , and that Aipparchus made 
the firft Catalogue of the fixed Stars, not above 150 Years before 
Chrift. That Prolomy, in his Syntaxw, did barely tranfcribe Hip- 
parchus’s Theories, with fome Emendation of the Periodical Mo- 
tions, 4co Yearsafter; and that this Book of Ptolomy’s was the 
utmoft Perfection of the Antient Afronomy. Then he oppofes 
the Noble Tycho Brache, or Hevelins, to Hipparchusy and Fohn Kepler 
to Prolomy, alledges thatthe Catalogue of the Fixed Stars made by 
Tycho Brache, about 100 Years fince, does far excel that of Hippar- 
chus: And thatthe Hypothefis of the Antients, as to Eccentricks 
and Epicycles, are far fhort of the Theory of the Planetary Mo- 
tions, invented by Kepler, and lately demonftrated by Mr. New- 
ton, Then, as to Opticks, he fuppofes that the Fautors of 
Antiquity cannot brag much of their Skillinthat, nor in the Di- 
optricks : the firft appears by their want of Authors on that Sub- 
ject, and Ordonnance in their Paintings and Bafle Relieves. And 
as to the latter, Des Cartes was the firft who brought it to a Sci- 
ence; andconcludes, that without Telefcopes and Microfcopes, 
which muft be wholly allowed to this Century, the Philofophical 
Argumentation of the Anticnts could never come up to the pre- 
fent Pitch. 

His 24th, isof Antient and Modern Mufick : Concerning which he 
concludes, that tho thofe Charms of Mufick, by which Men and 
Beafts, Fifhes, Fowls and Serpents, were fo frequently enchanted, 
and their very Natures changed, be irrecoverably loft, yet the Art 
of Mufick, that is to fay, of Singing, and playing on Harmonious In- 
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ftruments, is in it felf much a perfecter thing, tho perhaps not 
much pleafanter toan unskilful Audience, than ever it was amongtft 
the Antient Greeks and Romans. 

His 25th, is of Antient and Modern Phyfick: Wherein he diftin- 
guifhes between Rational Phyficians and Empericks, and fays, that 
it the Greatneis of any one particular Genius were all that was to 
be locked for, Hippocrates alone feems to have been the Man whofe 
Affertions in the Pradtice of Phyfick might be blindly received : 
But if the Practice of proper Judges be a reafonable Argument, 
then he tells us, that this Science has received vaft Improvements 
of late Years; for now the generality of Phyficians acquiefce in 
Modern Theories; and that their conftant Pratice, and as con- 
ftant Language, when any one oppofes Antient Authority to them, 
is, that the Antients did very well for their Time, but that Experience 
and farther Light has taught them better things, 

His 26th, is of Antient and Modern Natural Philofophy: Where- 
in he advifes to read Mr. Boyl’s Works, Monfieur Robauls’s Sytem of 
the Cartefian Philofophy, ora Book entituled, Philofopbia Vetus & 
Nova ad ufum Schole Accommodata, and then it will be evident 
how very little the Antients did in all Parts of Natural Philofo- 
phy, and what a great Compafsit at prefent takes. 

His 27th, is of the Philological Learning of the Moderns: Where- 
in he tells us, that he would not have the Queltion underitood to 
be, Whether any Modern Critick has underftood Plato or Aviflo- 
tle, Homer or Pindar, as well as they did themfelves ; but whe- 
ther Modern Induftry may not have been able to difcover a great 
many Miftakes in the Affertions of the Antients, about Matters 
not done intheirown Times, but feveral Ages before them? And 
this he carries in the Affirmative, andaflerts, that Fofeph Scaliger, 
Ifaac Canfabon, Salmafius, Henvicus Valefius, Selden, Ufher, Bo- 
chart, &c. have hada much greater view of Antiquity, taken al- 
together, than any of the Antients ever had, or indeed could 
have. 

His 28th, is of the Theological Learning of the Antients: Wherein 
he defcribes a perfect Divine, as one who ought to know the Text 
of the Old and New Teftament exactly ; the State of the Church 
as toits Doctrine and Difcipline, in its feveral Ages, the Gene- 
ral Notions of the Ethicks in their utmoft extent , and be able to 


anfwer all Objections againft the Doctrine and oe = 
urch. 
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Church. Asto the firft he J wk that fcarce any of che Fathers under 
ftood them befides Orizen and Hierom: and inevery one of thofe 


La 


Oveluications, he incline i the Preference to the M ioderns. 
fis 2o°h amd lef, contains Reliections upon the Reafons cf ‘the 

fecay of Modern Learning, afisned by Sir #. femple. And firft 

Inonpclition to Sir William, he alicdges, that Diviniry, as a. Sci- 
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Incoureecments for Learning, both in Preterment 
epi that Pedantry, which 


broad. And in the lait place 

is the thks d Reafon of rheLec f Learning atledged by Sir Wil- 

fia, is now very much In ditt 7 

~ We have been very long in our /dea of this Books but who- 

ri aati ers the Copic ufnek of the Subje&t, and how excellent- 
y the { lam 21s h: andled by the Author, will caifily pard on us: for 

the 30ck is indeed {0 W. date and comprehentive, that thee Is 

more Learning to be met within it, chit in many Voiumes; fo 

that it juitly deferves a room inevery Gentleman’s Clofer. 

















De Fine | ominis, vit igo funn 20 Bono, fecundum Di{ciplinam 
Philofopiie Baré parte © y Italice : item ay erie Difci~ 
plinaim Philofophie — Poetice: item fecundum 
Difciplinam E pre CO aenig; [ec cin aniD Difctplinam Phi- 
lofophi. ¢ lonice & Socraticorum. In 8°. at Sivasburg. 1694. 


MX /Eecther or no there be any innate Jdeas, I van’t inquire at 
Vi this time, but at Icaft it is certain the v: lore Delire all 
cn have to be happy, is very like to what we call original or innate 
Notions, 
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Notions, and that Defire being fo natural, it is no wonder that all 
Men have ben in quelt of their Felicity. No Sect of Philofophers, 
for ought I know, has denied that there was fomething in which 
did chiefly confift the Happinefs, or fummum Bonum of Men, ard 
thus far they all agree; for as to the thing it {clf, their Opinions 
have been as many, as their Sects. °Yis that Diverfity which is the 
fubject Matter of this Book, in which you will not find bare Pro- 
pofitions (asin fome others that we have already feen) but juft 
and folid Treatifes, wherein the Author has explained the Opi- 
nions of all the Sects mentioned in the Title, concerning the chief 
Happinefs or fusmum Bonum of Men, with all the Proofs that the 
moft antient Books afford. 

The firft Treatife tells us what the fews, Egyptians, Perfians, 
Chaldeans, Indians, Chinefes, Japanefes, Celta, and Italians 
thought concerning the chief End, or Happinefs of Men. 

What the Yes thought as to that matter, has been clearly ex- 
plained by Solomon in his Ecclefiaftes, wherein he has fully difcove- 
red the Opinion of the Yews, and the Folly and Vanity of thofe 
who rely upon the Creatures, as if they were able to make Men 
happy. It muft be granted however that the Sects that arofe a- 
mongft the Jews after the building of the fecond Temple, forfook 


~ the old Dodrine of their Nation, and went aftray from their 


Felicity. The Phartfees fought after Vertue, becaufe of the Re- 
{pect Men pay to it, and affected in their Fafts to have fad Counte- 
nances ; and disfigured their Faces, to gainthe Eftcem of the 
World. The Effenes renounced Society, by a Contempt of other 
Men, and by an exceflive Pride deprived themfelves of their Eftates, 
and of the Conveniency which they might have afforded them. 
be Sadduces denied the Providence of God, and the Refur- 
rection. 

The Egypteans, inftructed by Afercurims Trifmegiftus, believed that 
all the Wifdom of Men, and the Happinefs of Nations, confifted 
in the Worfhip they rendred to God. 

The Perfians, if we believe Plato, had four Learned Men to 
teach their Children the Doctrine of Zoroafter, who held that 
a} Felicity of Men was to follow the Dictates of Reafon and 
Jultice. 

The Chaldeans, who alfo acknowledged Zoroaffer for the Author 
of their Philofophy, believed that Perfection confifted in the clean- 
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ting the-Sou! from the Vices or Filthinefs which fhe has contracted 
by tne Union of the Body. 

The Jvdians thought that the fummum Bonum of Men was to 
ierve God, and practife Vertue. 

Lhe Chinefes placed the chief Happinefs in the Acts of the Mind, 
and of the Wil, directed according to the Order of Nature. 

In Fapan there have been feveral Sects, who tho they did not 
believe the Immortality of the Soul, had neverthelefs f-me thadow 
of Vertue, concerning which they have given admirab!e Precepts. 

Vhe principal Maxim of the Celte was, that all Nations ouzht 
to be directed by the Piety due tothe Gods, and the Juftice due 
to Men. 

The Mabometans, tho ridiculous. in many things, have however 
always profelled that the Felicity of this Life confifts only in the 
Practice of Vertue. | 


Pythagoras, who learned his Philofophy fromthe Exyptians and - 


Chaldeans, and then brought it into Italy, charged his Difciples 

above all things to fearch after Truth, as the moft fure way to 

come near to God, and be like him. Thus far the firft Treatife. 
The fecond contains the Opinions of the Grecéans concerning 


the faid fammum Bonum: and the firft we meet with here, are the. 


Poets, as the moft antient , AZufeus, Linus, and Orpheus taught what 
they had learned from the Chaldeans, viz. That the Soul is cleanfed 
from the Corruption of Manners, and the Trouble of Paflions, by 
Works of Piety. 7 

Homer alfo taught, that Vertue alone recalls Men to the Purity 
of their Original, and to the Likenefs of God. Hefiodws, and the 
feven wife Men, held the fame Doétrine , and doubrlefs ’tis what 
Solon meant when he to!d Crefws, that no Man could be called hap- 
py before his Death, meaning, that then he cannot fall from his 
Perfection. The Pr=cepts given by the other Philofophers have 
the fame end. 

The third Treatife explains the Opinions of the Pyvrbonsans. 
Democritus wrote a Book of the Happinefs of Men, and plac’d itin 
the Tranquillity of the Soul: but what he meant by that word, is 
not weli known, nor do Authors agree about it. Clemens Alexan- 
dviniss aad Tieodoretes thought that he meant Pleafare, Diogenes 
Laertius fays that it was only the Tranquillity of the Soul, neithcr 
difturbed by Superftition and Fear, nor by any other Paffion. 
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Seneca, it feems, was of the fame Opinion, when he faid thar 
that Tranquslity isto be unfhaken at all Accidents, and to come as 
near as poflible to the Stedfaftnefs of the Divine Nature. What- 
ever Opinion Men have had of Democritus, this is certain, that it 
cannot be proved that ever he faid or taught, that Men muft 
fearch a:ter the Pleafures of the Body , but that on the contrary, 
he conftantly profefled and aflerted that the Excellency or Felicity 
of Men depended on the Purity and Innccency of their Morals. 

Protageras, the Difciple of Democritus, made publick profeflion 
of Impiety, and declared that he did not know, whether there 
were any Gods or no; yet he plac’d the chief Happinefs in Tran- 
quillity. Heraclitus altered the Word rather than ihe Thing,when 
he faid that F icity ies ina full Satisfaction or Contentment , and 
there is all the Reafon in the World tobelieve, that he meant De- 
mocritus hi. Tranquillity, and noe feniual Pieafures or Voluptuouf- 
neis) The Pyrihonians have retained the word Tranquillity 5 but 
if we beiieve Sextus Empiricus, they have ftrangely perverted De- 
mocritus his Opinion, having aflerted, that in our way of Living we 
ouglic co follow Nature and Law. 

The fourth Treatife is the Explanation of the Doétrine of the 
Epicureans. Fpicurus judged of Good and Evil by his Senfes, and 
placed the Principle and the End of Felicity in Pleafure, which had 
thefe two Qualifications, viz. that the Soul fhould be free of all 
Trouble, and the Body of all Pain: Hebelieved that Pain was to 
be born with Conitancy. Ke 

The laft Treatife contains the Opinion of the Jomian Sect. Tha- 
fes thought that three things were required to make a Man happy; 
a-found Body, 4 ccntented Mind, and a trectable Temper, fit for 
Sciences. «/7 -xa eras looking upon Heaven as his Country, de- 
fpifed all earhly chings, and quitted the Pofleflion of his Eftate, to 
betuke hi. ‘elfto Contemplation. Archelaus joined to Contempla- 
tion, the  :ties of Civil iLife 5 and Socrates, the moft excellent of 
all Philofo -vers, who more than al] others aflerred God's Provi- 
cence, anc che [Immortality of the Soul, placed Man’s Perfection 
in the Potts: 2 of Supreme Beauty. 

This is cncugh to give you an Jdea of this Bock, and thereby 
yor nay fee that the reading of it cannot but be both pleafing and 
initructing. 
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Books lately printed beyond Sea. 


Nntigquitates potiflimum Romanz, e Rofino aliifq; in Compen- 
dium contraftx, & juxta Ordinem Alphabeti difpofite bono 
javentutis, Opera & Studio M. Friderici Hildebrandi. P. Cel Gym 
Martisb. P.T. Rectoris. Editio Sepiima, in 12°. at Franeker. 1694, 
Auguftini Valerii Epifcopi Verone Libri tres de Rhetorica Ec- 
clefiaftica, Synopfis ejufdem Rhetorice ab ipfo anctore contexta. 
Adjunctis tribus prelectionibus ab eodem habitis, quibus omnis hu- 


jus Rhetorice explicande ratio traditur. Acceffir item Index re- 
rum & Verborum. Editio Odtava: 


Books lately printed in England. 


HE Widow's Mite caftintothe Treafury, for the, Repairing 
the Breaches of the Temple. Being an Eflay to éxplicate 
the Sufferings of our Blefled Saviour, and vindicate them from the 
Imputation of a Guilty Sinner in the Sight of God the Father. 
With fome reconciling Paradoxes to be foberly enquired into. 
By ¥. Se. N. in the gtff Year of his Age, aStudent in St. Paul’s 
Epittles. | 
The Great Myftery of Providence: Or, the Various Methods of 
God, in Ordering and Over-ruling the Actions of wicked Men and 
Devils to great and glorious Purpofes. With the Vindication of 
his Holinefs therein. Being the Subftance of Several Sermons 
preached by the Reverend, Judicious, and Orthodox Divine, 
Mr. George Gifford, late Minifter of St. Danftan in the Eat, Lon- 
don, 


Both printed for S. Crouch, at the Corner of Popes-head Alley, 
near the Royal Exchange in Cornhil. 
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